
 
  

NSW Heath Statewide Biobank 

NSW HEALTH 
PATHOLOGY – 

Australia’s largest 
public pathology 

service – is 
operating the 
new facility.

NSW GOVERNMENT INVESTED 
$12 MILLION TO CREATE THE

 

IN NSW.   
This world-class facility will help revolutionise 

medical research in NSW and provide a  
pathway to better treatment for patients.  

FIRST AND LARGEST  
biobank of its kind in Australia
• Large-scale robotic technology to store and process over three 

million samples of human tissue, blood, DNA and tumour cells.
• Unique support for large-scale population studies to help track 

health trends across the state and disease-specific studies, such as 
cancer, heart disease, dementia, diabetes and rare diseases.

• Highly sophisticated, automated equipment to reduce the time 
it takes to manage and retrieve samples, and speed up the time 
it takes to get discoveries from the lab to patients.

• State-of-the-art, temperature-controlled storage systems to protect the  
long-term integrity of samples; vital for studies lasting 10 years or more.

NSW researchers will be able to access a vast range of samples to:
• Help improve the way diseases are detected, diagnosed and treated.
• Understand even more about the health of our NSW community. 
• Participate in more major international studies and strengthen 

collaborations across NSW and beyond.

Flagship NSW  
Health facility 
developed in 

partnership with the  
Office for Health 

and Medical 
Research, NSW 

Health Pathology, 
Sydney Local Health 
District and Health 

Infrastructure.

Supporting world-class research for  
BETTER PATIENT CARE

NSW Health Statewide Biobank is in the 
Professor Marie Bashir Centre, Royal 

Prince Alfred (RPA) Hospital campus –  
located in the heart of a 
renowned research hub. 

FIRST STATEWIDE 
BIOBANK



 
  

Biobanking: The Facts 

Cryogenic facilities are often used to 
store and preserve samples in biobanks. 

THEY CAN BE  
USED TO STORE  

PLANTS, 
SEEDS, ANIMAL 
MATERIAL OR 

HUMAN TISSUES.  

Human biobanks help 
researchers carry out clinical 

studies to improve the 
prevention, diagnosis and 
treatment of serious and 
life-threatening illnesses.

Samples stored in a biobank can support 
large-scale population studies designed 
to track long-term health trends or help 
identify people who might be at greater 

risk of a particular disease. 

Understanding the complex genetic 
make-up of our bodies and how 
mutations cause disease is one of 

the greatest scientific breakthroughs 
of our time. This has also seen the 

demand for biobanks rise significantly.

BIOBANKS ARE A SAFE HOUSE FOR SAMPLES OF 
HUMAN TISSUE, TUMOUR CELLS, DNA AND BLOOD 

USED IN HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH. 
Much like a bank account, you deposit biomaterial  

into the biobank to earn interest in the form  
of new medical knowledge and treatments.   

THEY ALSO SUPPORT RESEARCH INTO SPECIFIC 
DISEASES, SUCH AS CANCER, RARE DISEASES, 
HEART DISEASE, DEMENTIA AND DIABETES.

VOLUNTEERS HAVE PROVIDED 
SAMPLES TO THE UK BIOBANK 
SO RESEARCHERS CAN TRACK 

THEIR HEALTH AND WELLBEING.

SOME BIOBANK COLLECTIONS 
DATE BACK DECADES. 

Human samples have been 
collected and stored for over 
100 years in different parts of 
the world. In these early days, 
record keeping was confined 
to a laboratory notebook and 
specimen storage was in one 

or a few freezers. 

LIQUIFIED GASES, SUCH AS 
LIQUID NITROGEN, HELP 

MAINTAIN TEMPERATURES OF 
AROUND -190°C TO PRESERVE 

SAMPLE INTEGRITY. 

 -196°C 
500,000


